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Baptism of Our Lord           January 7, 2024 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 

Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 

*Gathering Song: 

Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was 

raised on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 



* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, wind 
sweeping over the waters.  C: Amen. 

P: Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin, in the 
presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence for Reflection 

God, our rock and refuge, 

C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always 
loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not 
always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of 
grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved.  
C: Amen. 

* SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. 
 

GREETING    (Please be seated)      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie: 



Hymn of Praise:  Glory to God 

Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and 
yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came 
to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:  Amen. 

Children’s Sermon 
       WORD 

The 1st lesson is a reading from Genesis, the 1st chapter.      
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 29 (Read Responsively) 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the 
mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the 
temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever more. 
O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  
 

The 2nd lesson is a reading from Acts, the 19th chapter. 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then 
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, 
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke 
in tongues and prophesied—altogether there were about twelve of them. 

 The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation:   



*The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.   
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out 
to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 
the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. 
“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as 
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 
on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  

 The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon:  Living Your Baptism        Pastor David Viles  

Hymn of the Day:    



* Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.                               
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.              
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.       Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by 
the Holy Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts.  
 

*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, 
all creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.   Amen 

*Offertory Prayer:  God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your 
gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. C: Amen. 
 

* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “God of grace.” is 
“receive our prayer.” 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 

      SENDING  
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)              Pastor David 

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless 

you and remain with you always.     

C: Amen. 



*Sending Song   

 

P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 

Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard  Zola Finch 
Song Leader    Kathy Meller 
Acolyte    Mackenzie Linnenbrink 
Audio / Video Technician        Dan Tschirgi 
Reader    Laurie Koestner 
Ushers    Jana Thompson & Dan Tschirgi 
Greeters    Devin Koestner & Jacklyn Wood 
Altar Flowers   Kathryn Linsenbardt 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

You are invited to the first Fellowship Hour of 2024 in the Friendship Hall following 
worship service today.  Please, attend.  Thank you to all who have provided the wonderful 
assortment of foods for this special occasion.  
 

Fruendschaft Gruppe – Thank you to everyone who came out Wednesday to take down 
the Christmas tree and remove all decorations.  

Annual Congregational Meeting will be January 21, 2024. All reports have been emailed 
to everyone who has shared an email address. If you didn’t receive a report package, please 
pick one up in the Narthex on the table before you leave and please come and stay after 
worship on January 21to find out what is happening and vote as you are led by the Holy Spirit. 

Jr. Lutherans and Youth ice skating party - will meet downstairs for lunch after worship 
service on January 21.  We will leave from church to go to the Jefferson City Ice Arena after 
lunch. Skating will be from 1 – 3 PM. We will call to remind you of the date! 

Schedule for Online Services: 

Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill  
All services can be viewed at any time on our St. Paul’s website:          
http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle section and click on the 
service of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is another section for 
current and past bulletins.         Pastor David Viles 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 


