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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany       January 28, 2024 
 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

*Gathering Song:   

 
 
Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was 
raised on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 
 
 



* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, wind 
sweeping over the waters.  C: Amen. 
P: Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin, in the 
presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence for Reflection 
God, our rock and refuge, 
C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always 
loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not 
always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of 
grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved.  
C: Amen. 
 
* SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
C: And also with you. 
 
 

GREETING    (Please be seated)      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.        
C: And also with you. 
 
 

Kyrie: 

 

 



Hymn of Praise:  Come, Let us join 

 
Prayer of the Day: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant 
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken 
and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. C:  Amen. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
       WORD 
The 1st lesson is a reading from Deuteronomy, the 18th chapter.   
Moses said: The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 
people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your God at 
Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any 
more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right 
in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; 
I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I 
command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I 
myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who 
presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that 
prophet shall die.” The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 111 (Read Responsively) 
Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, in 
the congregation. 
Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in them. 
Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 
You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of compassion.  



You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 
You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of the 
nations. 
The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity.  
You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and 
awesome is your name. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good 
understanding. God’s praise endures forever.  
 
The 2nd lesson is a reading from 1 Corinthians, the 8th chapter. 
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet 
have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. Hence, as to the 
eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there 
is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—
as in fact there are many gods and many lords—yet for us there is one God, the Father, from 
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things and through whom we exist. It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since 
some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as 
food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close 
to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that 
this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others 
see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their 
conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your 
knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin 
against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 
Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause 
one of them to fall. The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation:   

 



*The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 
silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, 
came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A 
new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At 
once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon:  Authority of Christ                 Pastor David Viles  
 

Hymn of the Day:  



Baptism of Ada Lea Enowski 
See Holy Baptism in hymnal on page 227 
 

* Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.   
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “God of grace,” is “receive our 
prayer.” 

MEAL 
 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by the Holy 
Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts.  
 

*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen 
 

*Offertory Prayer:  Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup 
you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. C: Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving   
Holy, Holy, Holy     



* Words of Institution – Eucharist Prayer 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer:     
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution of the Elements 
 
*Blessing after the Meal                        Pastor David Viles 
 
*(544 verse 1) Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, worship, thanks, devotion voicing; 
glory be to God on high! Christ, your cross and passion sharing, by this Eucharist 
declaring yours the final victory. 
 
*Prayer after Communion:  
Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your 
power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)          Pastor David 
 

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless you 
and remain with you always. C: Amen. 



 

*Sending Song:  

 

P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved, baptized in Christ 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude 
 
Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard  Zola Finch 
Song Leader    Kathy Meller 
Acolyte    Morgan Schroeder 
Audio / Video Technician        Dan Tschirgi 
Reader    Carol Elliott 
Communion Assistant  Jahanna Koestner 
Ushers    Kent Nelson & Jana Thompson 
Greeters    Audry Bunch & Gary Elliott 
Altar Flowers   Kathryn Linsenbardt 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Baptism: Today, Ada Lea Enowski, daughter of Kayla and Harley Enowski will receive Holy 
Baptism following the hymn of the day. We praise God for this beautiful child who will join the 
church family as a daughter of our Father in Heaven. 
 
Bell Choir News: The Bell Choir will ring bells next Sunday on February 4th. We will play 
Go Tell It On the Mountain. If your child is here today we will practice after church. We will 
look forward to hearing them next week. 
 
2024 Directory Updates: It is time for all to review their entries in the old 2023 St. Paul’s 
Directory and let us know if there are any changes that need to be made. Changes of postal 
addresses, email addresses, and phone numbers are particularly important. We’d like to ask all 
to get their changes in to us by tomorrow. Please communicate any needed changes to us via 
email at erikagerth329@gmail.com or by phone at 635-6681. Thanks! Bill & Erika  
 
Souper Bowl Sunday: Let’s kick this off in a big way. During the next two Sundays, February 
4th and 11th, we will be collecting soup in cans or packages. Please put them in the narthex and 
they will be distributed to the Food Pantry to feed the hungry. 
 
Margaret Circle will meet Tuesday, February 6, 6:30 PM at the church.  Donita Stubinger 
will provide refreshments and Ruth Stubinger will lead the Bible study.  Please RSVP to Erika 
Gerth at (573) 635-6681 or erikagerth329@gmail.com. 
 
Schedule for Online Services: 
Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill  
All services can be viewed at any time on our St. Paul’s website: 
http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle section and click on the 
service of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is another section for current 
and past bulletins. 
                 Pastor David Viles 


