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First Sunday in Lent         February 18, 2024 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 

Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 

*Gathering Song: 

 

 

Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was 
raised on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 

 

 



* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws all 
people together through Jesus.  

C: Amen. 

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for Reflection 

Holy God, 

C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard 
resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence 
others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts. We let 
hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ.  
C: Amen. 
 

* SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C: And also with you. 
 

GREETING    (Please be seated)      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.        
C: And also with you. 

Kyrie: 



Hymn of Praise:  Glory to God 

 

Prayer of the Day: Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, 
and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of 
baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. C:  Amen. 

Choir:  Jesus’ Prayer For the Disciples 

Children’s Sermon 
       WORD 

The 1st lesson is a reading from Genesis, the 9th chapter. 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you 
and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 



establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between 
me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will 
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and 
the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, 
I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of 
all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 25  (Read Responsively) 
 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies 
triumph over me. 
Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are 
treacherous. 
Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.  
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted 
all the day long. 
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your 
steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way.  
You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your 
covenant and your testimonies.  
 
The 2nd lesson is a reading from 1 Peter, the 3rd chapter. 
 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you 
to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as 
a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 



*Gospel Acclamation:   

 

*The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9th chapter. C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one 
on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.  As they were 
coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son 
of Man had risen from the dead. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon:  Refusing Temptation                      Pastor David Viles  

Hymn of the Day:    

 



Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.                                
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.              
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by 
the Holy Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts.  
 

*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, 
all creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen 

*Offertory Prayer:  God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your 
gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior.   

C: Amen. 
 

* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “Hear us, O God.” is 
“Your Mercy is Great.” 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
 

      SENDING  
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)              Pastor David 

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you, 

shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace.  C: Amen. 



*Sending Song   

P: Go in peace. Share your bread. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude 



Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard  Zola Finch 
Song Leader    Dan Tschirgi 
Acolyte    Madeline Stubinger 
Audio / Video Technician        Roger Pennell 
Reader    Jessica Stoermer 
Ushers    Stacy Bubach & AJ Ferrell 
Greeters    Donald Weber & Marie Scheperle 
Altar Flowers   Audrey Bunch 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Altar Guild – Today, we will have a meeting for all those working on the Altar Guild to answer 
questions and learn what it is all about. Please be prepared to stay after worship and join Pastor 
David if you are preparing communion, washing communion ware, supplying flowers, working 
with paraments, or any other duties concerning the Altar and worship. 

Jr. Lutherans plan to meet today after church service. They will have lunch and do crafts 
before going to visit the Primrose Retirement Home. Lunch will be provided.  

Russellville FFA invites everyone to come and enjoy breakfast with the FFA Chapter on 
February 20 from 6:00 am to 8:15 am. It will be at the Russellville High School AG wood shop. 

The quilters will meet again tomorrow beginning about 8:30. Lunch will be provided.  

STARS will meet on Wednesday, February 21, and What Do  You  Collect  will be our 
entertainment.  Bring a few samples of your collection and tell us about it.  Our menu will 
feature several varieties of soup.  Give Rose Strobel a call at 782-4553 by Monday evening if 
you plan to attend.   

Wednesday night Lenten Services: Throughout this Holy time, we are drawn to Calvary 
to live in forgiveness, hope, love, peace, trust, and perseverance. Each Wednesday for the next 
five weeks we will explore how Christ and his cross serve as examples for us on how to live 
our lives for and through our crucified Lord and Savior. Please join us at 6:30 p.m. each 
Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED 
 

Hymn History – As we sing our sending song “504 - A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” it 
is easy to overlook Martin Luther as an accomplished musician.  He grew up singing in a boys’ 
choir and became proficient with the recorder.  His intense emotions often erupted in song.  
During the early reformation he worked hard with other musicians to revive congregational 
singing.  Luther sometimes borrowed a secular tune for his hymns, then during criticism was 
“compelled to let the devil have it back again.”  His feeling for music is summarized in a book 
forward he wrote:  “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure 
in the world.  It controls our thoughts, minds, hearts, and spirits….A person who…does not 
regard music as a marvelous creation of God….does not deserve to be a human being;  he 
should be permitted to hear nothing but the braying of asses and the grunting of hogs.”  
Perhaps Luther’s bluntness helped make him a reformer!  Our hymn today has at least 80 
English translations, but all reflect Luther’s awareness of our intense struggle with Satan. 

Source:  “Then Sings My Soul” by Robert J. Morgan 

  

Schedule for Online Services: 

Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill All services can be viewed at any time on 
our St. Paul’s website: http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle 
section and click on the service of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is 
another section for current and past bulletins.         
            Pastor David Viles 


