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Fourth Sunday in Lent             March 10, 2024 
 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

*Gathering Song:   

 
Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was 
raised on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 
 

 
 
 
 



* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws all 
people together through Jesus. C: Amen. 
 

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for Reflection 
Holy God, 
C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard 
resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence 
others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts. We 
let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive 
us, Lord.  Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of 
grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved.  
C: Amen. 
 

* SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
 C: And also with you. 
 
 

GREETING    (Please be seated)      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.        
C: And also with you. 
 
 

Kyrie: 



Hymn of Praise:  Come, Let us join 

 
Prayer of the Day: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this 
fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our 
deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C:  Amen. 
 
Choir: “How Great Thou Art” 
 
Children’s Sermon 
       WORD 
 
The 1st lesson is a reading from Numbers, the 21st chapter.   
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against 
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food 
and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among 
the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and 
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take 
away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make 
a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 
So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit 
someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
   
 



 
Psalm107 (Read Responsively) 

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good, for God’s mercy endures forever. 
Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim that God redeemed them from the hand of the 
foe, 
gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the north and from 
the south. 
Some were fools and took rebellious paths; through their sins they were afflicted. 
They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door. 
Then in their trouble they cried to the Lord and you delivered them from their distress. 
You sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave. 
Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your steadfast love and your wonderful works for 
all people. 
Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.  
 
The 2nd lesson is a reading from Ephesians, the 2nd chapter. 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of 
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 
those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following 
the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But 
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are 
what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
to be our way of life. 
 The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation:   

 
 
*The Holy Gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said:] “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that 



he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those 
who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people 
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light 
and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what 
is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon:  The Light of the World         Pastor David Viles  
 
Hymn of the Day:  



 
* Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.   
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “Hear us O God,” is “Your 
Mercy is great.” 

MEAL 
 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by the Holy 
Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts.  
 

*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen 
 

*Offertory Prayer:  Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we 
have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but with 
hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name.  C: Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving   
 
Holy, Holy, Holy     

 



* Words of Institution – Eucharist Prayer 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer:     
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
   Distribution of the Elements 

 
 
*Blessing after the Meal              Pastor David Viles 
 
*(544 verse 1) Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, worship, thanks, devotion voicing; 
glory be to God on high! Christ, your cross and passion sharing, by this Eucharist 
declaring yours the final victory. 
 
*Prayer after Communion:  
Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat are 
gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the 
Bread of life. C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 



SENDING 
 
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)          Pastor David 
 

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless you 
and remain with you always.  C: Amen. 
 

 
*Sending Song:  

 

P: Go in peace. Go in peace. Share your bread 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude 
 

 
 
 
 



Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard  Kathy Meller 
Song Leader    Dan Tschirgi 
Acolyte    Mackenzie Linnenbrink 
Audio / Video Technician         Roger Pennell  
Reader    Nicole Benne 
Communion Assistant  Jason Plochberger 
Communion ware   Jason Wood & Jacklyn Wood 
Council Member   Jana Thompson 
Greeters    David Russell & Trish Russell 
Altar Flowers   Rosemary Heidbreder 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Fruendschaft Gruppe meets tomorrow evening at 5:30 for dinner followed by a few work 
details. Make reservations with Jeannette at 782-4594 by 9 PM this evening. 
 
Church Council meets tomorrow evening at 6:00 pm. in the large Sunday school room 
upstairs. 
 
Spring Clean-up has been scheduled for March 23rd beginning at 8:00 am. In case of 
weather problems, the make up date is March 30th, the day before Easter. Please come out 
and help make St. Paul’s building and grounds look nice as we welcome the community on 
Sunday, March 31st at 6:30 am for the community Easter Sunrise service. 
 
Wednesday night Lenten Services: Throughout this Holy time, we are drawn to Calvary 
to live in forgiveness, hope, love, peace, trust, and perseverance. Please join us at 6:30 p.m. each 
Wednesday. 
 
WELCA Lenten Ingathering has been designated to the Samaritan Center. A list of items 
needed: non-perishable items including: peanut butter, or any canned goods. Hygiene items 
including bars of soap, combs, hairbrushes, toothbrushes and toothpaste. Other items that can 
be donated are gently used bedding or throws, in season clothing and gently used shoes. A box 
is available in the Narthex to drop off your donations. 
 
Purchase Lilies for Easter – If you would like to purchase a Lily for the Easter Season, 
please contact Kathryn Linsenbardt at 782-4683 to place your order. Please let her know if 
the lily is in memory or in honor of someone. They are $10.00 each and orders are due by 
March 24. 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED 
 
Hymn History – Many or most of us have heard the story behind our sending song today 
“Amazing Grace.”  After living a life on the seas going deeper astray from good morals, he 
prayed to God to save his life amidst a terrible storm.  He wrote “That tenth of March is a day 
much remembered by me; and I have never suffered it to pass unnoticed since the year 1748 – 
the Lord came from on high and delivered me out of deep waters.”  The next several years 
were of slow spiritual growth as captain of a slave trading ship until he emerged as a powerful 
evangelical preacher in Britain and a powerful foe of slavery.  By the end of his life in 1807 
Newton had a very large collection of published works consisting of sermons, letters, 
devotional aids, and hymns.  He called hymns “The fruit and expressions of his own 
experience.”  Here is an omitted verse Newton added to “Amazing Grace”: 
 The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine; 
 But God, Who called me here below, shall be forever mine. 
 
Schedule for Online Services: 
Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill  
All services can be viewed at any time on our St. Paul’s website: 
http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle section and click on the 
service of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is another section for current 
and past bulletins. 
                 Pastor David Viles 


