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Fifth Sunday in Lent          March 17, 2024 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 

Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 

*Gathering Song: 

 



Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was 
raised on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws all 
people together through Jesus. C: Amen. 

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for Reflection 

Holy God, 

C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard 
resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence 
others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts. We let 
hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. C: Amen. 
 

* SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C: And also with you. 
 

GREETING    (Please be seated)      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.        
C: And also with you. 

Kyrie: 



Hymn of Praise:  Glory to God 

 

Prayer of the Day: O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive 
our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may 
live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:  Amen. 

Choir: “The Old Rugged Cross” 

Children’s Sermon 
       WORD 

The 1st lesson is a reading from Jeremiah, the 31st chapter. 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 



broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more.   The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 51  (Read Responsively) 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion blot 
out my offenses. 
Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight so you are justified 
when you speak and right in your judgment. 
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know wisdom 
deep within. 
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
  
The 2nd lesson is a reading from Hebrews, the 5th chapter. 
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said 
to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are 
a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered 
up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he 
learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest 
according to the order of Melchizedek. The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation:   

 



*The Holy Gospel according to John, the 12th chapter.    

 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those 
who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor. “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify 
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The 
crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken 
to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment 
of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
 The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon:   Out with the Old, In with the New               Pastor David Viles  

 

Hymn of the Day:    



* Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.                               
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.              
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.        

Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by 
the Holy Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts.  
 

*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, 
all creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.   Amen 

*Offertory Prayer:  God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your 
gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. C: Amen. 
 

* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “Hear Us O God.” is 
“Your Mercy is Great.” 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
  

      SENDING  
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)              Pastor David 

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you, 

shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace.    C: Amen. 

 



*Sending Song   

 

P: Go in peace. Share your bread. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 

Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard  Zola Finch 
Song Leader    Kathy Meller 
Acolyte    Madeline Stubinger 
Audio / Video Technician        Dan Tschirgi 
Reader    Erika Gerth 
Council     Stacy Bubach 
Greeters    Jason Wood  & Jacklyn Wood 
Altar Flowers   Rosemary Heidbreder 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

STARS will meet on Wednesday with lunch at 11:30. Gary and Alberta Zumwalt will present an 
interesting program concerning their activities in geocaching.  If you plan to attend, please make 
reservations with Rose Strobel at 782-4553 by Monday evening. 

Spring Clean-up has been scheduled for March 23rd beginning at 8:00 am. In case of weather 
problems, the make up date is March 30th, the day before Easter. Please come out and help make St. 
Paul’s building and grounds look nice as we welcome the community on Sunday, March 31st at 6:30 am 
for the community Easter Sunrise service. 
 

Jr. Lutherans meet on Saturday, March 30 to dye Easter eggs. Each child will take a dozen decorated 
eggs home with them. A continental breakfast will be provided. Calls will be made to make plans.  

Wednesday night Lenten Services: Throughout this Holy time, we are drawn to Calvary to live in 
forgiveness, hope, love, peace, trust, and perseverance. Please join us at 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday. 

WELCA Lenten Ingathering has been designated to the Samaritan Center. A list of items needed: 
non-perishable items including: peanut butter, or any canned goods. Hygiene items including bars of 
soap, combs, hairbrushes, toothbrushes and toothpaste. Other items that can be donated are gently 
used bedding or throws, in season clothing and gently used shoes. A box is available in the Narthex to 
drop off your donations. 
 

Purchase Lilies for Easter – If you would like to purchase a Lily for the Easter Season, please 
contact Kathryn Linsenbardt at 782-4683 to place your order. Please let her know if the lily is in 
memory or in honor of someone. They are $10.00 each and orders are due by March 24. 

Hymn History – Charlotte Elliott of Brighton, England is said to have sung like few others that also 
had such sickness and sorrow. Charlotte had lifelong ill health along with a strong intellect. Her 
bitterness was overcome with the help of the Swiss minister Dr. Cesar Malan, who told her that her 
sour and resentful attitude could be cured with the faith She was trying to despise. Charlotte said, “I 
will come to God just as I am, is that right?” She came to love John 6:37: “…he who comes to me I will 
by no means cast out.” In 1836 Charlotte penned a leaflet that said: “Sold for the Benefit of St. 
Margaret’s Hall, Brighton: Him That Cometh to Me I Will in No Wise Cast Out.” Underneath was the 
poem with the lyrics to our Hymn of the Day Just As I Am, without One Plea. Although in pain, 
Charlotte lived to be 82 and wrote more than 150 hymns. 

Sources: “Then Sings My Soul” by Robert J. Morgan    Hymnary.org 
 

Schedule for Online Services: 

Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill  
All services can be viewed at any time on our St. Paul’s website:          
http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle section and click on the service 
of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is another section for current and past 
bulletins.                                         Pastor David Viles   


