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Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday           March 24, 2024 
 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

On this day, Christians throughout the world, begin the great and holy week that culminates in 
the central celebration of our faith: the Lord's passage from death to new life celebrated in the 
Three Days. On Thursday, we remember the Supper Jesus gave us by which to remember him. 
On Friday, we remember with sorrow our Lord's death. On Easter, we celebrate his triumph 
over death. Today we celebrate His triumphant procession into Jerusalem. 
 

Pastor:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
PEOPLE:  Hosanna to the Son of David.   
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
PEOPLE:  And also with you.  
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. Mercifully assist us, O Lord of our salvation that we may with joy 
remember and think about those mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   C: Amen  
 

Processional Gospel – Mark 11:1-11 
 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, 
[Jesus] sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it 
and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and 
will send it back here immediately.’ ” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside 
in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you 
doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 
Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 
Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna!  Blessed is the 
one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when 
he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the 
twelve. 
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
 

PEOPLE:  And also with you.  
 



Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 

PEOPLE:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

Pastor: We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have set us 
free through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem 
in triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of Kings by those who scattered their 
garments and branches of palm in his path. We ask that you bless these branches and those who 
bear them, and grant that we may hail him as our Lord and King and follow him with perfect 
confidence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen   
 

Pastor:  Let us go forth in peace.   
 

PEOPLE:  In the name of the Lord. 
 
 

*Gathering Song:   

 
 

 
 



Church Council Installation 
 

 

President: Zola Finch, Technology: Devon Koestner, Worship & Music: Ashleigh Hillen, Parish Education: 
Amberlyn Ferrell, Evangelism and Outreach: Misty Schroeder, Church Improvement: Kent Nelson, 
Stewardship and Finance, Stacy Bubach, Mutual Ministry: Jana Thompson, Secretary: Frank Pascoe and 
Treasurer: Kay Pascoe. 
 
Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was 
raised on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 
 
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws all 
people together through Jesus. C: Amen. 
 

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

 

Silence for Reflection 
 

Holy God, 
C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard 
resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence 
others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts. We 
let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive 
us, Lord.  Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of 
grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved.  
C: Amen. 
 

* SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
 C: And also with you. 
 
 

GREETING    (Please be seated)      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.        
C: And also with you. 
 
 



Kyrie: 

 
Hymn of Praise:  Come, Let us join 

 
Prayer of the Day: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our 
Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable 
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
C:  Amen. 
 
Choir: Hosanna! 
 
Children’s Sermon 



       WORD 
 
The 1st lesson is a reading from Isaiah, the 50th chapter.   
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 
The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my 
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide 
my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  he who 
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 
adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 31 (Read Responsively) 

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my 
throat and my belly. 

For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my strength fails me 
because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances; 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a broken pot.  

For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put their heads together 
against me; they plot to take my life. 

But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. I have said, “You are my God. 

My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 
persecute me. 

Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” 
 
The 2nd lesson is a reading from Philippians, the 2nd chapter. 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also 
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 



*Gospel Acclamation:   

 
 
*The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 14th chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and 
the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; for they said, “Not 
during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.” While he was at Bethany in the 
house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very 
costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. But 
some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this way? 
For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money 
given to the poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble 
her? She has performed a good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, and you 
can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. She has done 
what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever 
the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance 
of her.” Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to 
betray him to them. When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him 
money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. On the first day of Unleavened 
Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said to him, “Where do you want us 
to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” So he sent two of his disciples, 
saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, 
and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest 
room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large room upstairs, 
furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” So the disciples set out and went to the 
city, and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. When it 
was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their places and were eating, 
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They began 
to be distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” He said to them, “It is one 
of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is 
written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been 
better for that one not to have been born.” While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, 
and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” Then he took 
a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, 
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never 
again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 



When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, 
“You will all become deserters; for it is written ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 
scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even 
though all become deserters, I will not.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this day, this very 
night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” But he said vehemently, 
“Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And all of them said the same. They went 
to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took with 
him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, “I 
am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little farther, he 
threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 
He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I 
want, but what you want.” He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are 
you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come 
into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away 
and prayed, saying the same words. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their 
eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third time and said 
to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there 
was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the 
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him 
away under guard.” So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed 
him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one of those who stood near drew his 
sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, “Have 
you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I 
was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be 
fulfilled.” All of them deserted him and fled. A certain young man was following him, wearing 
nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked. 
They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were 
assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and 
he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole 
council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. For 
many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. Some stood up and 
gave false testimony against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is 
made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’ ” But even on this 
point their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, 
“Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But he was silent and did not 
answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 
Jesus said, “I am; and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’ and 
‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’ ”Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we 
still need witnesses? You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them 
condemned him as deserving death. Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike 
him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him over and beat him. While Peter was 
below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. When she saw Peter 



warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” 
But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or understand what you are talking about.” And he went 
out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again 
to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” But again he denied it. Then after a little 
while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.” 
But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know this man you are talking about.” 
At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had 
said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down 
and wept. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon:  Making Choices                Pastor David Viles  
 
 
Hymn of the Day:  

 
 
 
 
 
 



* Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.   
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “Hear us O God,” is 
“Your Mercy is great.” 

MEAL 
 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by 
the Holy Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts.  
*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

*Offertory Prayer:  Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts 
that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy 
food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. C: Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving   
 

Holy, Holy, Holy     

 



* Words of Institution – Eucharist Prayer 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer:     
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
   Distribution of the Elements 

 
*Blessing after the Meal              Pastor David Viles 
 
*(544 verse 1) Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, worship, thanks, devotion voicing; 
glory be to God on high! Christ, your cross and passion sharing, by this Eucharist 
declaring yours the final victory. 
 
*Prayer after Communion:  
Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat are 
gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the 
Bread of life.  
C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 



SENDING 
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)                Pastor David 
 
Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace.    
C: Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:  

 
 
P: Go in peace. Share your bread 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 



Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard  Zola Finch 
Song Leader    Dan Tschirgi 
Acolyte    Oliver Stoermer 
Audio / Video Technician         Roger Pennell  
Reader    Marlene Carlson 
Communion Assistant  Donald Weber 
Communion ware   Jason Wood & Jacklyn Wood 
Council Member   Kent Nelson 
Greeters    Harry Thompson & Jana Thompson 
Altar Flowers   Rosemary Heidbreder 
   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Next Sunday is Easter, please bring flowers (real or artificial) to adorn the cross at the foot 
of the front steps of the church to help honor our risen Lord. This also provides the perfect 
place for a family Easter picture. 
 
Jr. Lutherans meet on Saturday, March 30 at 9:00 am to dye Easter eggs. Each child will take 
a dozen decorated eggs home with them. A continental breakfast will be provided.  
 
Spring Clean-up - Thank you to everyone who came out yesterday to clean up the grounds 
and church. Thank you to those who prepared and served food during the mid-morning break. 
 
Easter Egg Hunt – Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held after church on Easter 
morning. It would be greatly appreciated if you could donate some treats in plastic eggs for 
the hunt.  The goodies will be hidden outside for the kids to hunt. Children are encouraged 
to bring their own baskets. 
 
Margaret Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 2, 2024, 6:30 PM, at St. Paul’s in the lower 
level.  Erika Gerth will host and Kay Pascoe will lead the Bible study.  All women of St. Paul’s 
and their friends are welcome!  RSVP:  573-635-6681or erikagerth329@gmail.com.  
  
 Hymn History – Today’s gathering song “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” was written in 820 by 
Theodulph of Orleans (south France), a Bishop appointed by King Charlemagne. The Bishop was 
known to work hard to reform the clergy, establish schools, and advance education. The hymn 
is based on Matthew 21: 1-11 to celebrate the occasion of Christ’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. Theodulph was imprisoned by King Louis after Charlamagne died for allegedly 
supporting a rival. While being held, Theodulph wrote our hymn, originally containing 39 verses! 
Although released in 821, Theodulph died while attempting to resettle in Orleans. In 1851, John 
Mason Neale translated the hymn from Latin into English. Sources: “Then Sings My Soul” by 
Robert J. Morgan. Also hymnary.org 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED 
 

Schedule for Online Services: 
Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill  
All services can be viewed at any time on our St. Paul’s website: 
http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle section and click on the 
service of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is another section for current 
and past bulletins. 
                 Pastor David Viles 

Holy Week Schedule: 
Maundy Thursday Service 6:30 pm 
Good Friday Service        6:30 pm 
Sunrise Service                 6:30 am 
Sunday 9:00 am Worship  

 


