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Fifth Sunday of Easter             April 28, 2024 
 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

*Gathering Song:   

Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was 
raised on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 



* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for Reflection 
Gracious Father,  
C: As we gather in the presence of the Almighty, we confess our human frailty and 
our constant falling short of righteousness. We acknowledge our pride, our 
selfishness, and our failure to love one another as you have commanded. Forgive us, 
O Lord, and grant us the strength to walk in your ways, reflecting your grace and 
mercy to all.     Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. In the glorious light of Easter morning, we proclaim the victory of our risen Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Through His sacrifice, your sins are washed away. Receive the assurance of forgiveness, 
knowing that in Christ, we are made new. Go forth in joy, for you are forgiven and redeemed. 
C: Amen. 
 

* SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
 C: And also with you. 
 
 

GREETING    (Please be seated)      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.        
C: And also with you. 
 
 

Kyrie: 

 
 



Hymn of Praise:  Come Let Us 

 
Prayer of the Day: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. 
Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of 
your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Choir: The Praise Psalm / Psalm 150 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
       WORD 
 
The 1st lesson is a reading from Acts, the 8th chapter: 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, 
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and 
join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And 
he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was 
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, 



“About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news 
about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot 
to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the 
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and 
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea. 
 The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
   
 
Psalm 22 (Read Responsively) 

From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the sight of those 
who fear the Lord. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May 
your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; all the families of nations shall 
bow before God. 

For dominion belongs to the Lord, who rules over the nations.  

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust, 
though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord. 

Their descendants shall serve the Lord, whom they shall proclaim to generations 
to come. 

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, “The Lord has 
acted!”  
 
The 2nd lesson is a reading from 1 John, the 4th chapter. 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the 
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So 
we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in 
love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 



may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is 
no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I 
love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or 
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment 
we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.  
                         The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
*Gospel Acclamation:   

 
 
*The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter. 
            C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You 
have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in 
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.” 
            Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: The Grape does not fall far from the Vine    Pastor David Viles  
 
 



Hymn of the Day:  
 

 
 
 
 



* Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.   
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “God of grace,” is “hear our 
prayer.” 

MEAL 
 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by the Holy 
Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts.  
 

*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen 
 

*Offertory Prayer:  Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true 
vine.  C: Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving   
 
Holy, Holy, Holy     

 
* Words of Institution – Eucharist Prayer 
 



*The Lord’s Prayer:     
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
   Distribution of the Elements 

 
*Blessing after the Meal              Pastor David Viles 
 
*(544 verse 1) Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, worship, thanks, devotion voicing; 
glory be to God on high! Christ, your cross and passion sharing, by this Eucharist 
declaring yours the final victory. 
 
*Prayer after Communion:  
Shepherding God, You have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send 
us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend.  C: Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)          Pastor David 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! The God of resurrection power, the 
Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always.  C: Amen. 
 



*Sending Song:  

 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 



 

Postlude 
 

Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard  Zola Finch 
Song Leader    Kathy Meller 
Acolyte    Lucas Plochberger 
Audio / Video Technician         Dan Tschirgi 
Reader    Marie Scheperle 
Communion Assistant  Jacklyn Wood 
Communion ware   Audrey Bunch & Rosemary Heidbreder 
Council Member   Frank Pascoe 
Greeters    Audrey Bunch & Gary Elliott 
Altar Flowers   Kathryn Linsenbardt 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Next Sunday, May 5th the Bell Choir will play Amazing Grace. If anyone would like to 
practice today after church, Kathy will be available to do so.  
 
Children’s Sunday School: Is scheduled for next Sunday, May 5th and then they will take a 
break in June. Bring your children out next Sunday to enjoy fun in learning about God through 
prayer, scripture, and crafts, they always have a lot of fun and learn new things. 
 
Cemetery Clean-up has been scheduled for May 11th beginning at 8:00 am. Please come out 
and help make St. Paul’s cemetery look nice. We receive a lot of comments from visitors 
saying how beautiful our cemetery is compared to others. 
 
Hymn History: Our sending song was written by Katherine Kennicott Davis. She was born in 
St. Joseph, MO, in 1892 and died in Concord, MA, 1980. She studied at Wellesley College, 
Wellesley, Massachusetts, where she was also a teaching assistant in music. From 1921 to 1929 
she taught singing and piano in private schools in Concord, Massachusetts, and Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. After 1929 she devoted herself largely to music composition. She wrote some 
eight hundred pieces, most of which were choral (often writing under several pseudonyms). 
One of her most popular songs is "The Little Drummer Boy," originally called "Carol of the 
Drum" (1941).  
 
Schedule for Online Services: 
Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill  
All services can be viewed at any time on our St. Paul’s website: 
http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle section and click on the 
service of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is another section for current 
and past bulletins. 
                 Pastor David Viles 


