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Sixth Sunday of Easter        May 5, 2024 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 

Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 

*Gathering Song: 

 



Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was 
raised on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 
C: Amen. 

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for Reflection 

Gracious Father,  

C: As we gather in the presence of the Almighty, we confess our human frailty and our 
constant falling short of righteousness. We acknowledge our pride, our selfishness, and 
our failure to love one another as you have commanded. Forgive us, O Lord, and grant 
us the strength to walk in your ways, reflecting your grace and mercy to all. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. In the glorious light of Easter morning, we proclaim the victory of our risen Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Through His sacrifice, your sins are washed away. Receive the assurance of forgiveness, 
knowing that in Christ, we are made new. Go forth in joy, for you are forgiven and redeemed. 
C: Amen. 

* SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C: And also with you. 

GREETING    (Please be seated)      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.        
C: And also with you. 

Kyrie: 



Hymn of Praise:  Glory to God 

 

Prayer of the Day: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Bell Choir:  “Amazing Grace” 

Children’s Sermon 



       WORD 

The 1st lesson is a reading from Acts, the 10th chapter. 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 
Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 98  (Read Responsively) 
Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and holy arm 
have won the victory. 
 
O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness 
in the sight of the nations. 
 
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the 
earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 
Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
 
Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
who comes to judge the earth. 
 
The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 2nd lesson is a reading from 1 John, the 5th chapter. 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. 
And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. 
And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world 



but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came by water and 
blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is 
the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation:   

 

 

 
*The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.    
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said: “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete. “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does 
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known 
to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon:  Love of One Another                  Pastor David Viles  

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day:    

 

 

 



* Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.                               
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.              
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by 
the Holy Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts.  

 
*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, 
all creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.   Amen 

 

*Offertory Prayer:  Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we 
offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our true vine. C: Amen. 
 

* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “God of grace,” is “hear 
our prayer.” 

*The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen.  
  

      SENDING  
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)              Pastor David 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ 
bless you now and always.  C: Amen. 



*Sending Song   

 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.  
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 

 

Postlude 

Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard  Kathy Meller 
Song Leader    Dan Tschirgi 
Acolyte    Mackenzie Linnenbrink 
Audio / Video Technician        Roger Pennell 
Reader    Carol Elliott 
Council     Misty Schroeder 
Greeters    Devin Koestner and Jerry Koestner 
Altar Flowers   Diane Kalaf 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

All are invited to the Fellowship Hour in the Friendship Hall following worship service 
today.  A Big thank you to Jeannette, Audrey and Rosemary for hosting today’s Fellowship 
Hour. 

The Bell Choir will play Amazing Grace today.  

Children’s Sunday School today, but then will take a break in June.  

Cemetery Clean-up has been scheduled for May 11th beginning at 8:00 am. Please come out 
and help make St. Paul’s cemetery look nice. We receive a lot of comments from visitors 
saying how beautiful our cemetery is compared to others. 

Hymn History – Our gathering hymn today “Come, We that Love the Lord” was first 
published in the author’s “Hymns and Sacred Songs, 1707.”  Isaac Watts DD, the father of our 
hymn author, was a respected Nonconformist, and at the birth of his son Isaac, and during his 
infancy, twice suffered imprisonment for his religious convictions.  In his later years he kept a 
flourishing boarding school in Southampton. Isacc Watts, our hymn author, showed 
“remarkable precocity” as a child, studying Latin at age 4, writing respectable verses at age 7, 
going to advanced study at age 16, and being an assistant minister at age 18.  He went on to a 
prolific career in ministering and writing.  He lived from 1674 to 1748.  His grave was marked 
with the inscription “Happy, will be that reader whose mind is disposed, by his verses or his 
prose, to imitate him in all but his non-conformity, to copy his benevolence to men, and his 
reverence to God.” 

 

Schedule for Online Services: 

Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill  
All services can be viewed at any time on our St. Paul’s website:          
http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle section and click on the 
service of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is another section for 
current and past bulletins.         Pastor David Viles 

                   

 

 

 

 


