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Third Sunday of Easter             May 4, 2025 
 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
*Gathering Song:   
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Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was 
raised on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sins before God and one another, trusting in God’s endless mercy and 
love.      
 

Silence for Reflection 
 
P: Holy One,  
C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own 
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do 
not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. 
Amen.  
P: Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
C: Amen.    
 
*Sharing the Peace  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   
C: And also with you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Kyrie: 
 

 



Hymn of Praise:  Glory to God 

 
 
 



2025 Graduates introductions. Marshal Schroeder, Meredith Benne, and Leland Stewart 
please come forward. 
 

Prayer of the Day: Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud 
your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to 
follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. C:  Amen. 
 

Bell Choir: “The Old Rugged Cross” 
 

Children’s Sermon  
 

Children’s Sunday School 
 

WORD 
 

 

The 1st lesson is a reading from Acts, the 9th chapter. 
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  He asked, “Who are you, 
Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  But get up and enter the city, and 
you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with him stood speechless 
because they heard the voice but saw no one.  Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes 
were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.  For 
three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. Now there was a disciple in Damascus 
named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.”  The 
Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a 
man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying,  and he has seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”  But Ananias answered, 
“Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 
Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.”  But 
the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before 
Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel;  I myself will show him how much he must suffer 
for the sake of my name.”  So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that 
you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  And immediately something like scales 
fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized,  and after taking 
some food, he regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus,  and 
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 30: (Read Responsively) 
 
I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up and have not let my enemies triumph over 
me. 
  

O Lord my God, I cried out to you, and you restored me to health. 
  
You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; you restored my life as I was going down to the 
grave. 
  
Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful; give thanks in holy remembrance.  
  
God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the 
morning. 
  
While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed. 
  
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” Then you hid your face, and I 
was filled with fear. 
  
I cried to you, O Lord; I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
  
 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? Will the dust praise you or declare your 
faithfulness? 
  
Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; O Lord, be my helper.”  
  
You have turned my wailing into dancing; you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
 
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; O Lord my God, I will give 
you thanks forever.  

 

The 2nd lesson is a reading from Revelation, the 5th chapter. 

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing 
with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” Then I heard every creature in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing. “To the one 
seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 
ever!”  And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 



*Gospel Acclamation:   

 

*The Holy Gospel according to chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
After he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the 
Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, 
Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples.  Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” 
They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus 
stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, 
you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net to the right 
side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 
because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and 
jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 
were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.  When they had gone ashore, they saw 
a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you 
have just caught.”  So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a 
hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn.  Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” 
because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 
same with the fish.  This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was 
raised from the dead. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.”  He 
said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to 
him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, 
you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will 
stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do 
not wish to go.”  (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After 
this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon: “Reconciliation Through Love”             Pastor David Viles 
 

Hymn of the Day:  

 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

Darla Linhardt Haley Johnson  Curt Bracher   Connor Russell 
Cleo Scheperle  Nichole Williams Hailey Williams Stella Williams 
 

 



*Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.   
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “Hear us, O God” is 
“Your mercy is great.” 
 

THANKSGIVING 
 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by 
the Holy Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts. Through this 
small sacrifice, God’s love is shown through us, to those who are in need. 
 
*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost.   Amen 
 
*Offertory Prayer:  You have shown us what is good and showered us with abundance. 
Accept these offerings, that, nurtured by your Word, filled with your spirit of compassion, we 
may share with gladness and joy all that you have shared with us, until all creation is satisfied 
and content, through Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “God in your mercy,” is 
“receive our prayer.” 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer:  
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 



SENDING 
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)                                      Pastor David 
The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, light 
your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

P:  Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 



Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard  Zola Finch 
Song Leader    Dan Tschirgi 
Acolyte    Morgan Schroeder 
Audio / Video Technician          Roger Pennell  
Reader    Nicole Benne 
Communion Assistant  Jahanna Koestner 
Communion ware   Jim Cynthia Loesch 
Council Member   Debbie Raithel 
Greeters    David & Trish Russell  
Altar Flowers   Diane Kalaf 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Fellowship Hour / Reception - Everyone is invited to attend the today’s reception in the 
Friendship Hall following worship service to honor our newest members and our 2025 
graduates. Thank you to all who helped with all the preparations and organizing for today’s 
event. 
 
Annual Fish Fry – today at the Lohman, Community Center from 4pm to 6pm: $13 Adults, 
$7 children 6 – 12, 5 and under FREE. Come out, support your community, and enjoy a great 
meal. 
 
Jr. Lutherans are planning to attend the Classic Circus performance at the JC Fairgrounds 
on May 18. There are two times available (2 pm or 6 pm) that we can attend. Calls will be made 
to know what time is suitable for you. The cost will be covered by the Jr. Lutherans.  
 
Help fill the parsonage – If you have household items, gently used furniture (living room, 
dinning table and chairs, kitchen cooking gear (including a gas range), bedroom furniture, etc. 
looking for a new home, the church may be able to use at the parsonage. We are wanting to 
furnish the parsonage for short term rentals and meetings. We need to be using the parsonage 
to be able to keep insurance coverage for it. You may contact Debbie Raithel (573-690-1691) 
if you have any questions or have items to spare for the parsonage.  
 
WELCA FALL GATHERING – Mark your calendars for this year’s gathering to be held on 
September 26, 2025 here at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Lohman, MO. Details to follow at a 
later time. 
 
 
 



Hymn History – Our Gathering song “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” was one of Fred 
Pratt Green’s new hymns in 1969 to “fill the gap between the hymns of the first part of this 
century and the ‘far out’ compositions that have crowded into some churches in the last 
decade or more.”  The Rev. Green was one of the best known of the contemporary school of 
hymnwriters in the British Isles.  He was born in Liverpool, England in 1903 and ordained in 
the British Methodist ministry.  During his ministry from 1928 to 1969 he wrote numerous 
plays and hymns.  Upon his retirement in 1969 he began to write hymns prolifically.  Twelve 
songs in our hymnal were authored by Rev Green. 
 
Schedule for Online Services: 
Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill All services can be viewed at any time on 
our St. Paul’s website: http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle 
section and click on the service of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is 
another section for current and past bulletins.                                             Pastor David Viles 
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