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Fourth  Sunday of Easter             May 11, 2025 
 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 
 

 
Prelude 
 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Mother's Day Liturgy 

P: Today, we gather to worship God, who is the Creator of all life. 
C: We give thanks for God’s love, which is reflected in the nurturing care of 
mothers. 
P: We honor the women who have nurtured us, guided us, and shown us the love of Christ. 
C: We celebrate their wisdom, strength, and sacrifice. 
P: Let us lift our voices in praise to God, who blesses us through the gift of motherhood. 
C: We give glory to God. 
P: For mothers who have given us life and love, 
C: We give thanks. 
P: For mothers who have shown us the way of faith, 
C: We give thanks. 
P: For grandmothers, aunts, sisters, and all women who have mothered us in their care, 
C: We give thanks. 
P: For mothers who have lost children, and for children who have lost mothers, 
C: We pray for your comfort and peace. 
P: For mothers who have faced hardships, who have sacrificed, and who have carried the 
burdens of family, 
C: We pray for your strength and renewal. 
P: For all women who reflect your love, O God, 
C: We give thanks and ask for your blessings. 

P: Let us pray. 

 
 
 
 
 



*Gathering Song:   

 
Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was raised 
on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sins before God and one another, trusting in God’s endless mercy and love.      
 

Silence for Reflection 
 

P: Holy One,  
C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You 
lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you 
offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in 
doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our 
bonds, and show us the path of life. 
Amen.  
P: Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. God, 
who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. 
C: Amen.    
 



*Sharing the Peace  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.   
C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie: 

 



Hymn of Praise:  This is the Feast 



Prayer of the Day: O God of peace, from death, you raised our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything 
good to do your will, and work among us for all that is pleasing in your sight, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Choir: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” 
 

Children’s Sermon 
        
 

WORD 
 

The 1st lesson is a reading from Acts, the 9th chapter. 
 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was 
devoted to good works and acts of charity.  At that time she became ill and died. When they 
had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.  Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who 
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without 
delay.”  So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room 
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was with them.  Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt 
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, 
and seeing Peter, she sat up.  He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and 
widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed 
in the Lord.  Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23: (Read Responsively) 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
  

The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
  

You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
  

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
  

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and 
my cup is running over. 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.  



The 2nd lesson is a reading from Revelation, the 7th chapter. 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels 
stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to 
me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will 
shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor 
any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation:   

 

*The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter,  and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon.  So the Jews gathered around him and said to 
him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus 
answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name 
testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear 
my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. 
No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, 
and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon: "Hearing the Shepherd’s Voice"                                                  Pastor David Viles 
 
Hymn of the Day:  
 

 
 
*Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.   
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “Hear us, O God” is 
“Your mercy is great.” 
 

MEAL 
 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by 
the Holy Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts.  
 

*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

*Offertory Prayer:  Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with 
these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this 
meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
C: Amen. 
 

*Great Thanksgiving   
 

*Holy, Holy, Holy     

* Words of Institution – Eucharist Prayer 
 

 
 
 



*The Lord’s Prayer:     
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Lamb of God 

 Distribution of the Elements 
 
*Blessing after the Meal                        Pastor David Viles 
 
*(544 verse 1) Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, worship, thanks, devotion voicing; 
glory be to God on high! Christ, your cross and passion sharing, by this Eucharist 
declaring yours the final victory. 
 
*Prayer after Communion:  
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your 
wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. 
C: Amen. 

 



SENDING 
 
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)                  Pastor David 
 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:  
 

 
P: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
 
Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard  Zola Finch 
Song Leader    Kathy Meller 
Acolyte    Morgan Schroeder 
Audio / Video Technician           Dan Tschirgi  
Reader    Erika Gerth 
Communion Assistant  Jahanna Koestner   
Communion ware   Jim & Cynthia Loesch 
Council Member   Gus Fischer 
Greeters    Donald Weber & Marie Scheperle  
Altar Flowers   Diane Kalaf 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Jr. Lutherans are planning to attend the Classic Circus performance at the JC Fairgrounds on May 
18. There are two times available (2 pm or 6 pm) that we can attend. Calls will be made to know 
what time is suitable for you. The cost will be covered by the Jr. Lutherans.  
 

Help fill the parsonage – If you have household items, gently used furniture (living room, dinning 
table and chairs, kitchen cooking gear (including a gas range), bedroom furniture, etc. looking for a 
new home, the church may be able to use at the parsonage. We are wanting to furnish the parsonage 
for short term rentals and meetings. We need to be using the parsonage to be able to keep insurance 
coverage for it. You may contact Debbie Raithel (573-690-1691) if you have any questions or have 
items to spare for the parsonage.  
 

Open House for Doug Carel's 70th birthday. Friday, May 30th, 4:00-7:00 p.m. In the Church 
Friendship Hall, Everyone is welcome.  Misty Schroeder is preparing the food.  Please RSVP, call or 
text 573 680-6201.  
 

WELCA FALL GATHERING – Mark your calendars for this year’s gathering to be held on 
September 26, 2025 here at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Lohman, MO. Details to follow at a later 
time. 
 

Hymn History – The text of our hymn of the day "Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us" first appeared 
in “Hymns for the Young, 1840,” which was edited by Dorothy Ann Thrupp.  Dorothy Ann Thrupp 
was born in London, June 10, 1779.  She contributed some hymns, under the pseudonym of "Iota," to 
W. Carus Wilson's Friendly Visitor and his Children's Friend.  Other hymns by her, signed "D.A.T.," 
appeared in Mrs. Herbert Mayo's Selection of Hymns and Poetry for the Use of Infant Schools and 
Nurseries, 1838.  All hymns published in “Hymns for the Young,” with Thrupp as editor were given 
anonymously.  She died in London on December 15, 1847. The tune we sing today was written by 
William Bradbury expressly for this text and appeared in his Sunday School collection.  Bradbury was 
a protege of the great music educator, Lowell Mason.  Bradbury sang in Mason's Bowdoin Street 
Church choir and Boston Academy of Music as a youth and later started similar church and school 
music programs in New York where he served as organist at First Baptist Church.  Beyond his work 
as an educator and church musician, Bradbury studied composition in Europe, founded the Bradbury 
Piano Company with his brother, and edited several music books.  Bradbury is probably most famous 
for writing the music to "Jesus Loves Me."  Source:  Hymnary.org 
 

Schedule for Online Services: 
Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill  
All services can be viewed at any time on our St. Paul’s website: http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org 
just scroll down to the middle section and click on the service of your choice under “In Case You 
Missed It.” Below that is another section for current and past bulletins.                  Pastor David Viles 
                

 


